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Kansas Methodist Conference 
Hails POAU Action Program 


Membership in POAU strengthens religious liberty, an area committee of 
the Central Kansas Methodist Conference declared last month in its report 
to the Conference as it met at Salina. POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 


Archer was a featured speaker. 


The report reaffirmed Methodist belief in the principle of church-state 


separation and said that the “concept 
must be recognized as extending not 
only to the prohibition against the 
‘establishment of a state religion in 
the United States,’ and a ‘state 
church,’ but also against all use of 
public funds for parochial or church- 
related and church-controlled schools 
at all levels, and to every other seg- 
ment of American life where the prin- 
ciple is in danger of being violated.” 


In Kansas alone, the area commit- 
tee observed, a “survey conducted in 
the fall of 1952 . . . produced docu- 
mentary evidence of 51 schools in 29 
counties . . . where there were prac- 
tices that challenge the principle of 
separation between church and state. 
Public funds are being used for the 
support of these schools, the record 
revealing that: ‘The total amount of 
county elementary funds paid to these 
51 school districts that past year was 
$169,722.01; the total amount of 
funds from the state elementary 
finance fund paid to these 51 dis- 
tricts that past year was $296,938.13; 
and the total amount of money paid 
out in salaries to teachers in [reli- 
gious} garb working in these 51 
schools that past year was $224,- 
565.00.’ Neither county superintend- 
ents nor representatives of the State 
Department of Education gain ac- 
cess to some parochial schools. [See, 
also, Church and State, January, 
1954.] Other abuses are on record. 
Therefore we recommend that min- 
isterial groups and other Christian 
bodies acquaint themselves with the 
minimum corrective legislation which 
the State Department of Education 
is seeking to secure, and . . . encour- 
age other necessary corrective school 


legislation. . . .” 





The Methodist report also de- 
clared: 


“We believe in our American sys- 
tem of public schools, and pledge our- 
selves to take a Christian stand 
against every agency set up to under- 
mine, to corrupt, or to destroy such 
system, whether it come garbed in 
the habit of a religious order or in the 
slimy skirts of the underworld. We 
contend that the employment of 
teachers in our public schools who are 
members of religious orders and who 
wear the garb peculiar to their orders, 
usually diverting their salaries to the 
coffers of their church because of be- 
ing pledged to perpetual poverty, 
thereby making their income tax- 
free; the teaching of catechism in 
such so-called public schools; empha- 
sis upon attendance at masses and 
confessionals; genuflexions; the mak- 
ing of the ‘sign of the cross’—all 
these are part and parcel of a move- 
ment to make the public school what 
it is not designed to be. Therefore we 
sound a note of protest. 


Sacred Trust 


“We are determined to maintain 
our religious liberty. It is a sacred 
trust secured by our forefathers at 
terrific cost. Any totalitarian en- 
croachment that would curtail it, any 
religious group or body that would 
seek for itself special rights and privi- 
leges, demanding freedom of religion 
and tolerance from others when in the 
minority but repudiating the princi- 
ple of complete religious freedom 
when it is in the ascendancy, mani- 
festing intolerance, even resorting to 
persecution to enforce its claims, must 





New Delegates Invited 


With a view to obtaining the widest 
possible representation of organiza- 
tions concerned with the problem of 
religious liberty, POAU is inviting all 
such groups to send delegates to its 
Seventh National Conference on 
Church and State to be held in Wash- 
ington on January 19 and 20. In 
addition to POAU chapter delegates, 
representatives of ministerial associa- 
tions, fraternal bodies, teacher organ- 
izations and civil liberties groups 
are urged to come. POAU national 
headquarters will render them every 
assistance if they will write now and 
request program details and informa- 
tion on special arrangements for dele- 
gates. 





be exposed for what it is, and its per- 
nicious presumptions challenged. . . . 

“We decry anything that smacks 
of rabid anti-Roman Catholic atti- 
tudes, but we feel the necessity for 
opposing the anti-Protestant bias 
which so frequently protects and pro- 
jects itself through fraudulent charges 
of our ‘intolerance’ and ‘bigotry,’ and 
which brands Protestantism as error 
and heresy. Italy, Spain and some 
Latin countries in the western hemi- 
sphere today illustrate these anti- 
Protestant malpractices which repre- 
sent a growing threat in the United 
States. 

“That we may be brought into a 
fellowship of understanding in these 
important matters, we recommend 
that pastors and laymen alike secure 
such information as may become 
available through the Department of 
Religious Liberty of the National 
Council of Churches. . . . And so, 
also, do we commend membership in 
the organization known as Protes- 
tants and Other Americans United 
(POAU). .. . Its monthly bulletin, 
which may be purchased at nominal 
rates, its pamphlets and booklets, 
etc., seem to us to be more and more 
a Protestant imperative. Vigilance and 
organization are the continuing price 
of security and freedom.” 





Religious Census Demand 
Poses Government Dilemma 


Should the United States Census 
Bureau step into the breach to end 
“discrepancies in figures reported by 
the different faiths,” as proposed by 
the editor of The Catholic Digest last 
April following a dispute over “con- 
version” figures with the editor of 
The Christian Herald? Churchmen of 
various faiths continue to call peri- 
odically for a thorough-going federal 
“religious census,” as did leaders of 
the American Lutheran Church at 
their recent 13th biennial convention. 

There are, however, formidable dif- 
ficulties. As early as February 2, 
1790, James Madison, “father of the 
Constitution,” saw impropriety in the 
counting of clergymen (let alone lay 
worshippers) along with professional 
workers to be included in a proposed 
federal census. During a debate in the 
House of Representatives, Madison 
said: 

“As to those who are employed in 
teaching and inculcating the duties 
of religion, there may be some indeli- 
cacy in singling them out, as the 
General Government is proscribed 
from interfering, in any manner what- 
ever, in matters respecting religion; 
and it may be thought to do this, in 
ascertaining who, and who are not 
ministers of the Gospel.” 

Of course, if the government were 
to attempt a door-to-door “religious 
census” of the entire population, it 
would be determining “who, and who 
are not” among the faithful of all 
the churches, and Madison’s objection 
would apply with even greater force. 
This would be particularly true from 
the point of view of clearing up “dis- 
crepancies in figures” reported by 
rival churches. If any “authority” is 
to settle these controversies, it must 
first define “church” and “church 
membership,”’ determine whether in- 
fants should or should not be counted, 
and deal with other questions which 
are primarily theological in nature. 


A 1936 federal “Census of Reli- 
gious Bodies’* sought to steer clear 
of such entanglements by confining 
itself to merely collecting statistics 
from denominational headquarters— 
a method which was calculated to ig- 
nore discrepancies in the counting 
systems of different churches, and thus 
not “clear up” such questions at all. 
Even at that, the government ran into 
trouble because its census-takers pro- 
ceeded under authority of an act of 
Congress which held it to be “the 
duty of every person in charge of any 
religious body to answer all questions 
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on the printed schedule, applicable 
to the religious body, church, or or- 
ganization, and upon refusal or neg- 
lect to comply, such person is subject 
to a fine not exceeding $500 or to 
imprisonment not exceeding 60 days, 
or both; and if any such person will- 
fully gives false answers, he is sub- 
ject to a fine not exceeding $10,000 
or to imprisonment not exceeding 
one year, or both.” The compulsive 
aspect was sharply protested by a 
number of denominations, although 
it is considered essential in the taking 
of other types of censuses. If, on the 
other hand, a non-compulsive but 
comprehensive “religious census” of 
the entire population were attempted, 
some Americans, at least, would be 
inclined to tell the census-taker, 
“None of your business.” 

Another “Census of Religious Bod- 
ies” was projected by the government 
in 1946 but was never carried out for 
lack of funds. The question now is, 
should the government return to such 
efforts, and, if so, how “comprehen- 
sive” should the census be and how 
much. money should it cost? 


-— 


American Aid May Bolster 
Spain’s Catholic Schools 


Instruction “adapted to the prin- 
ciples of dogma and ethics of the 
Catholic Church”—required without 
exception in all the schools of Spain 
(Church and State, October, 1953)— 
may be carried on in the future with 
the aid of the United States if a re- 
cent Spanish proposal is accepted by 
Washington. 

Spanish Education Minister Joa- 
quin Ruiz Jimenez outlined to the 
Cortes (parliament) last month a 
proposed $1,790,000 project for pro- 
viding at least 30,000 new elementary 
schools and living quarters and in- 
creased salaries for Spain’s teachers 
—all part of a campaign to reduce the 
illiteracy rate, estimated to be 29.6 
per cent. 

According to a Madrid dispatch 
of Camille M. Cianfarra in The New 
York Times of October 7, “United 
States circles said that in principle 
the allocation of some of the [U. S.] 
peseta counterpart fund to carry out 
Senor Ruiz Jimenez’ project ‘could be 
arranged.’ However, they said, the 
request must first be made by the 
Spanish Inter-Ministerial Economic 
Committee which has the task of ad- 
ministering United States economic 
aid in conjunction with the Foreign 
Operations Administration mission 
here.” 

In the current fiscal year Spain is 
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Judges Consider Appeal 
Of Child Care Ruling 


Seven lawyers appeared on October 
10 in Allegheny County Common Pleas 
Court to present an appeal against 
an earlier ruling (“Church and State,” 
September) which banned the use of 
public funds on behalf of sectarian 
child care institutions in the Pitts- 
burgh area. Four members of the legal 
battery represented the County Insti- 
tution District, two spoke for the State 
Attorney General's office and one for 
the Pittsburgh Roman Catholic Diocese. 
John A. Metz, Jr., presented argu- 
ments for the taxpayers’ group which 
had secured the contested ruling. 


Presiding were Judges A. Marshall 
Thompson, John J. Kennedy and Henry 
Ellenbogen. The earlier decision, issued 
by Judge Thompson, had provided that 
time should be allowed for necessary 
adjustments involving some 750 juve- 
nile wards before the decision should 
take effect. The judges are studying 
the arguments and preparing a written 
opinion, which may be subject to an 
appeal to the State Supreme Court by 
either side. 











slated to receive about $85,000,000 
worth of U. S. aid, $50,000,000 of it 
in surplus agricultural commodities, 
Under bilateral economic agreements 
signed last year, 80 per cent of the 
peseta counterparts must be deposited 
in a special account to be used for 
internal projects mutually agreed 
upon by Washington and Madrid. 

For proof that any U. S. aid for 
Spanish education would necessarily 
be used for the propagation of Roman 
Catholicism, see Unholy Alliance: 
The Franco-Vatican Concordat, a 
POAU publication which embodies 
the full text of the church-state agree- 
ment of August 27, 1953. 
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[MEWS From Jar and Near | 


@ Although public opinion thoroughly repudiated former President Tru- 
man’s attempted resumption of diplomatic relations with the Vatican in 1951, 
it now seems that some people never will say die. The latest “feelers” on the 
subject were put out a few weeks ago through the media of Ray Tucker’s 
syndicated newspaper column and an editorial in the Rome Daily American 
written by a self-described ‘“‘son of a poor Methodist preacher who was reared 
in Methodist parsonages in small towns of the great Southwest. . . .” Both 
repeated hackneyed arguments about the alleged necessity of an “anti- 
Communist” diplomatic alliance with the Pope, throwing in the usual embel- 
lishments about the Vatican’s supposedly super-duper “intelligence” (i. e., 
spy) service, its dominant political influence through Catholic parties and 
administrations in key European countries—and, last and least, the Pope’s 
“spiritual” influence. But U. S. diplomatic relations with the Vatican will 
not be resumed so long as millions of enlightened Americans refuse to be 
stampeded by false arguments and canned propaganda. 


@ It is a mistake for judges or parole officers to make church or 
Sunday school attendance a condition of probation or parole, three 
clergymen agreed at a recent University of Minnesota panel. The 
three, of Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Jewish persuasion, agreed 
that the coercive approach thwarts religious development. 


@ Boston, Mass., has more than one hundred public school principals. 
According to a reliable informant, not one is a Protestant and only one is a 
Jew, the latter in charge of a school for the deaf which no other eligible wanted. 


@ The Queens Bench division of the London law courts has been 
asked to order public reimbursement of Edward L. Watt of Stam- 
ford, Lincolnshire, for tuition fees he paid to send his twin sons to 
a Catholic secondary school outside of their own school district. 
Under the 1944 Education Act, local authorities are generally re- 
quired to provide schooling in accord with the religious beliefs of 
the pupils’ parents, but the Kesteven County Council had sent the 
Watt boys to a local Anglican school because no Catholic school was 
available in their district, until their father took them out. 


@ Repeal by Congress of the 1896 law which requires West Point cadets 
to attend Protestant Episcopal chapel services has been asked in a resolution 
adopted at the 13th biennial convention of the American Lutheran Church 
meeting at Beatrice, Nebr. West Point has an Army Chapel conducted by a 
chaplain and with attendance voluntary, and a Cadet Chapel conducted by 
a government-paid Episcopal priest at which attendance is compulsory. 
Baptist and Presbyterian groups have also protested. 


@ The position of Christians in Pakistan has been rendered very 
insecure by provisions incorporated into the new draft constitution 
setting up an “Islamic State” whose prime minister must be Moslem. 
The draft law is being considered against a background of “major- 
ity-religion” demands for compulsory teaching of the Koran in 
Christian as well as Moslem schools—to which Christian leaders say 
they will never give consent. 


@ Wealthy Indianapolis surgeon Karl R. Ruddell is suing for $1 damages 
on each of four counts of “falsehoods,” “slander,” “coercion” and “perse- 
cution” which he alleges against Sister Lydia, Roman Catholic administrator 
of St. Vincent’s Hospital, who dismissed him from the staff for allegedly 
performing unnecessary operations and causing the hospital to receive an 
unfavorable medical audit. One of the issues in the case is whether or not a 
non-medical governing board should have authority to fire a doctor. On this 
point, the Indianapolis Medical Society has backed Dr. Ruddell. 


@ During their study tour of Europe last summer, POAU Execu- 
tive Director and Mrs. Glenn L. Archer stopped for a few days in 
London and were entertained by the Rev. F. C. White, general 
secretary of the Liberation Society (Society for the Liberation of 
Religion from State Patronage and Control), an organization found- 
ed in 1844. The September issue of the Society’s “News and Notes” 
referred to this and renewed its warm praise of POAU’s work. 
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Spain Sentences Church 
Rioters; Amnesty Seen 


Nearly three years after the crime, 
“justice” has caught up with two Span- 
ish youths who on March 4, 1 
into a Reformed Church chapel at 
ville, burned pews and hymn 
assaulted Pastor Santos Moli 

The culprits, Domingo Fal Maci 
and Agostin Garcia, have been gi 
six-month jail sentences by 
Court at Seville, with 12 
to each sentence for the a 
pastor, and also fines tot 
for damages to the chapel. 
ful that the sentences-will 
served, however; on-the-scene observ- 
ers predicted that the two youths 
would benefit under amnesties de- 


rE 


ei 


Es 
; 


=F 
i 


i 


; 
: 
[ 


Traditionalist Party, and Domingo’s fa- 
ther, Manuel Fal Conde, served as de- 
| fense counsel. 
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Bradfordsville Officials 
Called Hostile to School 


The resistance of the citizens of 
Bradfordsville, Kentucky (Church 
and State, October), to the closing of 
their high school, the oldest in their 
county, is based on deep-rooted griev- 
ances. One salient fact is that the 
County Board of Education is com- 
posed of three Roman Catholics and 
two non-Catholics, served by a Cath- 
olic county superintendent who is said 
to be sending his own children to a 
parochial school. Another fact is that 
the decision to close Bradfordsville 
High School was “sprung,” according 
to one Protestant board member, only 
at the last minute. The county board 
voted on August 21 to abolish Brad- 
fordsville High, a mere ten days be- 
fore the opening of school. 

In their own defense, county edu- 
cation officials say they really sought 
to “build up” Bradfordsville High. 
Is that the reason vocational agricul- 
ture and home economics were 
dropped? Or was the “building up” 
in terms of the school bus delivering 
pupils at Bradfordsville as early as 
7:15, an hour and a quarter before 
the opening of school, and leaving 
them there waiting for the bus an 
hour or over after dismissal? 


BULLETIN—As this issue goes to 
press Governor Lawrence Wetherby 
has recommended reopening of the 
high school pending legal determina- 
tion of the suit, but the board has not 
responded favorably. 
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Supreme Court Review Sought 
In Bay State Adoption Case 


An appeal to the United States Supreme Court is planned by a Jewish 
coupie who have been prevented from legally adépting 3-year-old twin chil- 
dren who have been in their custody from early infancy with the twins’ Cath- 
olic mother’s consent. The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruled last 
month, in an opinion written by Chief Justice Stanley E. Qua, that Mr. and 


Mrs. Rouben Goldman of Marblehead 
could not adopt Wanda and Bruce 
Dome because of a 1950 law direct- 
ing that “the judge, when practicable, 
must give custody only to persons of 
the same religious faith as the child.” 
(This was an apparent reversal of a 
1952 decision by the same court that 
a Protestant couple could adopt a 
Catholic child because factors other 
than the religious criterion had not 
been ruled out by the statute.) 


Justice Qua held that the mother’s 
willingness to have the Jewish couple 
raise the children was of no effect, 
reasoning: ““The mother did not cease 
to be a Catholic even if she failed to 
live up to the ideals of her religion. 
If that were the test of belonging to 
a religious faith, it is feared that few 
could qualify for any faith.” He de- 
nied a contention by the Goldmans’ 
attornies that the law in question pro- 
vided for an unconstitutional “estab- 
lishment of religion,” and said that 
the statute treated all religions 
“alike.” 

A Boston dispatch of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference (NC) 
press service, stated that the “mother 
and natural father were both Cath- 
olics, at least nominally ... ,” and 
that “approximately 20 applications 
for adoption of Catholic children by 
married Catholic couples” of good 
financial status was pending before 
the Lynn branch office of the Boston 
Archdiocesan Catholic Charitable Bu- 
reau. This argument, however, took 
no account of the mother’s wishes or 
the effect on the children of a change 
in guardianship. 

The Pilot, Boston archdiocesan 
weekly, charged that “ ‘sob’ writers 
have .. . gone to work to show how 
cruel and inhuman is our law.” (The 
Pilot apparently forgot how Roman 
Catholic clergymen and writers last 
vear conducted a high-powered emo- 
tional campaign in defense of the 
French Catholic social worker, Mlle. 
Antoinette Brun, who had ordered the 
baptizing of two Jewish war orphans 
against the express wishes of their 
dead parents, and then had the chil- 
dren “kidnapped” into Spain when 
French law began catching up with 
her.) 

Legislative intent in this matter is 





far from clear, as is demonstrated by 
the fact that in January, 1953, a bill 
to prevent the adoption of children 
by families of a faith different from 
that of their natural parents was 
killed in a committee of the Massa- 
chusetts House of Representatives. 
Attorney Leo Pfeffer of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress has joined 
counsel on behalf of the Goldmans. 





Busses, Bibles Stir 
Pennsylvania Towns 


A school board meeting at which 
one member snatched a letter out of 
the secretary’s hands and shouted 
that he would do “what I please on 
this board” was held recently in Rob- 
inson Township, Pennsylvania. The 
meeting had been discussing the 
question of bus transportation for 
parochial school pupils. Elsewhere in 
the state, legal action was instituted 
by the Rev. Edward Houser of Dill- 
town to restrain public high school 
authorities in Armagh, Indiana 
County, from interfering with study 
hall Bible-reading by students. A 
school board spokesman said that no 
one had been interfered with except 
those “zealots’’ who insisted on read- 
ing their Bibles aloud during classes 
other than study periods. 

In the Robinson Township bus case 
the board had voted 3-2 to send let- 
ters to its eight bus drivers instructing 
them “to use the busses for trans- 
portation of public school pupils 
only,” and pointing out that to do 
otherwise would be to risk losing 
state support. Another letter was ad- 
dressed to the pastor of Holy Trinity 
Roman Catholic Church asking his 
cooperation in preventing pupils of 
the church's new parochial schools 
from violating the law. Board mem- 
ber Edward Zimmer, a Holy Trin- 
ity transportation committeeman, 
snatched this letter from the secretary 
and hurled it to the floor, accusing the 
board of “causing hate,” paving the 
way for “communism” and making 
“jackasses” of themselves. The board 
order was upheld by one vote, but a 
rebel parents-bus drivers group indi- 


cated that the drivers would flout it, its 


The Rev. Mr. Houser based his 
Indiana County Bible-reading syit 
largely on the contention that his 
daughter and another student had 
been stopped from reading their Bj. 
bles during a study period, and that 
a religious pamphlet had been taken 
away from one of them. The suit was 
begun last April, and both students 
have since graduated. The school 
board looks upon the matter as “g 
tempest in a teapot” stirred up by 
students who disrupted classes } 
reading the Bible aloud. State law re- 
quires the daily reading of ten verses 
of the Bible by teachers without com- 
ment. 


Chicago Suburbs 


Bus transportation also figured as a 
headline issue in the Oak Lawn- 
Hometown Elementary School Dis- 
trict 123 and Evergreen Park areas, 
near Chicago, Illinois. The continuing 
controversies gave rise to an Oak 
Lawn board meeting which turned 
the question over to a special com- 
mittee for study, and an Evergreen 
Park popular referendum in which 
the vote went 8-1 against raising the 
educational fund tax rate in order 
to provide bus service to private 
schools. According to the Southtown 
Economist, two legal opinions on the 
subject “warned against spending 
large sums to transport private school 
children, but said the district had 
some discretion in the matter and 
could pick up private school children 
along regular bus routes so long as 
there is room in the bus.” 

Another community which has had 
to grapple with the parochial school 
transportation issue is Santa Monica, 
California, whose school board re- 
cently terminated an agreement to 
provide transportation from Malibu 
for pupils attending Santa Monica 
parochial schools. The board ex- 
plained that all school busses had 
been carrying capacity or near- 
capacity loads and that even with 
the “stand-by”’ bus pressed into serv- 
ice the addition of parochial school 
students overtaxed the system. 


—_—- 





Tax Exemption Upheld 


Wilmington, Delaware, is faced 
with an annual $750,000 tax loss as 
a result of a recent State Supreme 
Court decision denying the city the 
right to tax church rectories such as 
that belonging to St. Stanislaus Kosta 
Roman Catholic Church, which fig- 
ured in the test case (Church and 
State, September). 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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In My judgment 


The Church and State Review should be 
read by every American who believes in 
religious liberty. Renew your own mem- 
bership subscription. Have POAU send 


it to a friend for two dollars. 


My name .... 2. RE ee alee 


Street ....... 


(....) This is my renewal. 


.. City .. 


(...) | am a new contributor. Also send mem- 








bership subscriptions @ $2 each to the names on attached sheet. Enclosed 


.. to cover these items. 


oe 





School ‘Holiday’ Becomes 


Massachusetts Court Case 


Public schools in New Bedford and 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts held classes 
on October 11—but only because of 
a court injunction which prevented 
their closing to accommodate the 
Eighth New England Regional Con- 
ference of the (Roman Catholic) 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
The temporary restraining order was 
issued by Superior Court Judge 
Frank E. Smith on October 8, and 
was upheld on October 11 by Judge 
Felix Forte in Boston. The latter 
ruled that “serious constitutional 
questions” were involved in the case 
and set November 1 as the date for 
a hearing in Bristol County Superior 
Court in Fall River. 

Twelve New Bedford and fourteen 
Fairhaven taxpayers, backed by a 
number of Protestant clergymen and 
the executive board of the Inter- 
church Council of Greater New Bed- 
ford, took the legal action after the 
public school committees had an- 
nounced the school holiday, which 
was to coincide with the Confraternity 
meeting. The scheduled closing had 
been ordered at the request of the 
Rev. Edward J. Gorman, superin- 
tendent of education for the Fall 
River Roman Catholic diocese, who 
pointed out in a letter that many stu- 
dents and teachers in the predomi- 
nantly Roman Catholic area might 
be interested in attending Confrater- 
nity sessions along with an expected 
total of some 15,000 persons. Co- 
operative public officials even went 
so far as to arrange for the holding 
of four sections of the Confraternity 


6 


in public school buildings—an ar- 
rangement which had to be cancelled 
when the court injunction forced re- 
opening of the schools. (Instead, the 
four displaced Confraternity meetings 
were held in the public library and in 
outdoor gatherings. ) 


Protesting taxpayers, represented 
by Attornies Solomon Rosenberg and 
George Perkins, pointed out that 
“convert-making” and religious edu- 
cational methods were leading sub- 
jects at Confraternity gatherings, and 
asserted that to close schools for such 
a purpose would violate a state law 
which limited absences for religious 
instruction to one hour a week. (The 
question of religious imstruction 
should not be confused with the mat- 
ter of religious holy day observances ; 
the state law on religious instruction 
does not affect absences for holy day 
observances, but the Confraternity 
meetings were not in the latter class. 
—Editor’s note.) They also argued 
that the closing would be “a disserv- 
ice to the Protestant and Jewish chil- 
dren of the city,” would violate law 
by allowing use of public funds and 
facilities for the propagation of sec- 
tarian doctrines, and also violate the 
requirement that high schools must 
remain open 180 days (exclusive of 
vacations) in each year. Another ar- 
gument of the petitioners, that pay- 
ment of the salaries of teachers at- 
tending the Confraternity would be 
illegal, was answered by Fairhaven 
Town Counsel Gerald P. Walsh, who 
said that Fairhaven teachers were 
paid annually and there would be no 
question of non-payment for an Oc- 
tober 11 absence in connection with 
the Confraternity meetings. 








Guatemala Avoids 
Re-establishment 


An attempt by the Roman Catholic 
Church to recover the full measure of 
power which it enjoyed in Guatemala 
a century ago has been blocked—at 
least for the time being—by President 
Carlos Castillo Armas. Referring to 
“strong sectors” which are pressing 
for the re-establishment of Catholi- 
cism as the “official religion,” the new 
president declared that “to seek more 
rights for some than for others is the 
equivalent of destroying harmony, 
which should exist collectively,” and 
would “destroy religious freedom.” 
This was an obvious allusion to a 
sermon delivered a few days earlier 
by the Archbishop of Guatemala urging 
Roman Catholics to pray that “God 
enlighten the members of the constit- 
went assembly so that hatred against 
the church dissipates and she is given 
what rightly belongs to her” in the new 
Constitution. 

In the nineteenth century, Roman 
Catholicism was the established reli- 
gion of Guatemala until its power was 
broken in the Eighteen Seventies and 
much of its property confiscated. To- 
day, the government supports Roman 
Catholic education but stops short of 
complete establishment. 

Prior to President Armas’ statement 
pro-administration party leaders had 
complained of church “interference” 
in the elections for the constituent 
assembly and demanded annulment of 
the election in Sacatepequez Province. 











Later, in an address before the 
Confraternity, Bishop James L. Con- 
nolly of Fall River bitterly assailed 
the non-Catholic petitioners for what 
he called “a definite disservice . . . to 
his commnutiy in the name of reli- 
gion.” “Is a circus coming to town 
any more important than religion?” 
he asked. “We close the schools when 
politicians come to town. What is 
great about that?” He then asserted 
that “we have more charitable, edu- 
cational and religious programs than 
all of the Protestant churches put 
together.” 

At the initial hearing George Per- 
kins of petitioners’ counsel had taken 
note of the charge of “bigotry” com- 
monly hurled against persons who 
bring such actions, and declared of 
his clients: “They don’t want reli- 
gious instruction in the school. These 
people have no animosity toward the 
Catholics. Their feeling would be ex- 
actly the same if it were a Protestant 
or Jewish group involved.” 

Attendance at the public schools 
on October 11 was considerably be- 
low normal. 

As this issue goes to press, the case 
has been dropped by common consent. 
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Question of Boy’s Faith 
Before High State Court 


A new appeal for enforcement of a 
“pre-marital pact” has been entered 
by Malcolm Martin, Roman Catholic 
father of a 14-year-old boy involved 
in a tug-of-war between his estranged 

nts over his religious upbringing. 
The New York State Court of Ap- 
peals will be asked to overturn a 
lower court decision (Church and 
State, May) which held that Malcolm 
Martin, Jr., should be allowed to fol- 
low his own preference for the beliefs 
of his mother, a Christian Scientist, 
in spite of the pre-marital agreement 
between his parents. 

The parents separated in 1949 with 
custody given to Mrs. Martin under 
the stipulation that she rear her son 
as a Roman Catholic in keeping with 
the agreement. However, Mrs. Mar- 
tin succeeded in having the earlier 
stipulation voided when she obtained 
a permanent separation. Malcolm, Jr., 
had testified that he preferred public 
to Roman Catholic schools and that 
he would become a Christian Scien- 
tist if his mother wished. The father 
countered with the contention that 
Mrs. Martin had violated the exist- 
ing stipulation by sending the boy to 
a Christian Science Sunday school. 
The state supreme court’s appellate 
division decided in her favor by a 
3-2 vote early this year. 

In carrying his appeal to the high- 
est state tribunal, Martin reiterates 
his basic argument that his son is too 
young to decide for himself. Mean- 
while, a case involving a similar ques- 
tion in a Massachusetts adoption 
case is on appeal to the United States 
Supreme Court (see story on page 4). 





Gideon Ban Stands— 
Court Review Denied 


Review of last December's unani- 
mous decision by the New jersey Su- 
preme Court banning public school 
distribution of Gideon Bibles (“Church 
and State,” November, 1953 and Jan- 
wary, 1954) has been denied by the 
United States Supreme Court. In de- 
livering the New Jersey court's opin- 
ion, Chief Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt 
had held that to allow the Bible-dis- 
tribution would be to show a “prefer- 
ence of one religion over another” and 
to “cast aside all the progress . . . in 
the field of religious toleration and 
freedom.” Leo Pfeffer, who success- 
fully argued the case for the plaintiffs, 
will be the speaker at POAU’s sev- 
enth annual banquet, Wednesday eve- 
sine. January 19, 1955, in Washington, 

+ Se 
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Another recent case requiring a 
court decision on the religious up- 
bringing of minors occurred in Great 
Britain, where the custody of four 
children was given to their non-Cath- 
olic father in spite of a pre-marital 
agreement he had entered into with 
their Roman Catholic mother. “(How 
can you expect a man to be sincere 
when he is forced into it?”, the court 
asked after considering the agree- 
ment. The mother’s position in that 
case was further weakened by the 
fact that she had confessed to adul- 
tery (Church and State, July), but 


the decision on the pre-marital pact 
was of basic significance regardless 
of the other factors in the case. 

Grand Haven, Michigan, was the 
scene of a recent Roman Catholic 
mothers’ protest meeting over a Penn- 
sylvania court decision (now under 
appeal) awarding custody of 2-year- 
old Patricia Ann Kunz to her Prot- 
estant aunt. The court said the child 
must be allowed to grow up away 
from the scene of her Roman Catholic 
parents’ violent death in Grand Haven 
last year. 





BANQUET AND LUNCHEON FEATURES 


of 


SEVENTH POAU CONFERENCE 





Dr. Stuber 


BANQUET. Wednesday evening, 6:30 P.M., Jan- 
uary 19, 1955. Principal address by Leo Pfeffer, 
author of “Church, State, and Freedom.” Informal. 
Tickets $1.75. Reserve in advance. 


POPULAR LUNCHEON. Thursday, 12 Noon, January 
20, 1955. Principal address by Dr. Stanley I. Stu- 
ber, author of “A Primer on Roman Catholicism 
for Protestants.” Tickets $1.50. Reserve in advance. 


MASS MEETING at CONSTITUTION HALL. Thurs- 
day night, 8 P.M., January 20, 1955. Addresses by 
Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, pastor of Boston's Park 
Street Church, and Glenn L. Archer, executive di- 


rector of POAU. Send $1 advance registration to 
secure two seats in reserved section. 


POAU Registration Desk 














1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. Date , 1954 
Washington 6, D. C. 
(Please check X) 

[] I wish to register for the Conference ($1) $ 

[] Reserve .......... Banquet tickets for me ($1.75 each) $ 

[) Reserve ......... Luncheon tickets for me ($1.50 each) $ 





Total enclosed $ 

















IIIT, sscssiieinatusiovincaicgaciacseeacia 
(Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev.) 
Address  ........... 
EE ZOMC..cccooeee State 
Representing 





| 
| 






‘Customary’ Violation 


Ended After Protest 


Use of eight public school buildings 
at Clarkstown, N. Y., for religious 
classes was abandoned recently as a 
result of a protest by Clarence D. 
Randall, a resident of the area. Ac- 
cording to the Rockland County 
Journal-News of October 1, Super- 
vising Principal Felix V. Festa “ex- 
plained that state law does not per- 
mit use of school buildings or school 
property for religious instruction 
classes but that it is not customary 
to follow the regulation unless there 
is protest such as the one entered by 
Mr. Randall. The State Department 
of Education directs that the use of 
school buildings for such classes be 
halted immediately on receipt of the 
protest.” 

The abandoned program had been 
in practice for twenty-six years, but 
Randall, in opposing it, said that was 
“twenty-six years too long.” He said 
the program violated constitutional 
guarantees of religious liberty as in- 
terpreted by the United States Su- 
preme Court. 

“No action was required of the [lo- 
cal] board since the state regulation 
is automatic in its application,” the 
Journal-News account continued. 
“Board members expressed regret 
that the protest had been lodged since 
the religious instruction program has 
been widely supported by children 
and parents.” 

The action did not affect released 
time classes held on church property. 


Commissioner Queried 


The “it-is-not-customary-to-follow- 
the-regulation-unless-there-is-protest”’ 
theme in the Journal-News story was 
later brought to the attention of State 
Education Commissioner Lewis A. 





EMBLEM OF HONOR 
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Religious Liberty 


“Proclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land 
and to All the Inhabitants Thereof.” 


PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED FOR THE 
SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE 


1633 MASSACHUSETTS AVE... N. W WASHINGTON 6. D. C. 


Chis Church 


has contributed to the cause of 


Leviticws XXV, 10 

















Reproduced above (on a reduced scale) is the Religious Liberty Scroll which is to be 
awarded to congregations contributing to POAU’s nation-wide campaign on behalf of freedom 


of religion. 





Wilson in a letter from Managing 
Editor Stanley Lichtenstein of Church 
and State. Lichtenstein wrote that the 
“story as written seemed to imply a 
lack of enthusiasm on the part of state 
as well as local education officials for 
the enforcement of law in this case,” 
and added: “It is my understanding 
that public officials are legally and 
morally obliged to obey the law with- 
out prodding from private citizens. 
If it is illegal in New York State to 
conduct religious instruction on public 
school property, then any public edu- 
cation officials who allow it because 
‘no one has protested’ are derelict in 
their duty.” “I should think you 
would want to correct this unfortu- 
nate public impression that you will 








CHURCH AND STATE 


Monthly Organ of 
Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


enforce the law in such cases only if 
you have to,” he concluded. 


In his reply, Commissioner Wilson 
conceded that “it is the duty of all 
boards of education, of course,” to 
observe the law, but added: “You 
can fully appreciate that it is not pos- 
sible for this Department to be fa- 
miliar with every use being put to ev- 
ery school building in the State but 
if an illegal use is brought to our at- 
tention we take immediate steps to 
enforce the law.” 


‘aoe 


Church-State Involvement 
Seen in Segregation Move 


The so-called “private school” 
amendment on which Georgia citizens 
will vote in the November elections 
was attacked last month by the Georgia 
Education Association as a measure 
which would undermine the separation 
of church and state. The proposed 
amendment, backed by Governor Her- 
man Talmadge and his certain suc- 
cessor, Marvin Griffin, would abolish 
the public school system when and if 
the United States Supreme Court im- 
plements its order to end segrega- 
tion in public education and in its 
place would substitute public grants 
to individual students attending pri- 
vate schools. According to the educa- 
tion association, this would involve tax 
support of church schools. 


Similar stands were taken by the 
Atlanta Association of Baptist Churches 
and the Methodist Ministers Associa- 
tion of Greater Atlanta. 
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